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Upcoming Events  

*Denotes events where preregistration is required.  Call 474-6686 or 

email Rebecca.k@uky.edu to register.*   

More details available at https://carter.ca.uky.edu/anr. 

Little Sandy Beekeepers Association 

Tue, Jun 3 2025, 6:30pm Carter County Extension Office 

Speaker: Morgan Murphy Topic: How to Make Chapstick  

Hike & Learn 

Fri, Jun 6 2025, 9:30am  Daniel Boone Forest Visitor Center 

Call 474-6686 to ride in the Extension van.   

District Board 

Tue, Jun 10 2025, 10:00am Carter County Extension Office 

Olive Hill Farmer's Market Opening Day 

Mon, Jun 16 2025, 3:00pm  Olive Hill Farmer's Market 

Grayson Farmer's Market Opening Day 

Sat, Jun 21 2025, 9:00am Grayson Farmer's Market 

Little Sandy Beekeepers Association 

Tue, Jul 1 2025, 6:30pm Carter County Extension Office 

Speaker: Jim Coss  Topic: Harvesting Honey  

*Yak & Learn* 

Tue, Jul 15 2025, 5:00pm Grayson Lake Clifty Ramp  

Olive Hill Farmer's Market Kid's Day 

Mon, Jul 28 2025, 3:00pm Olive Hill Farmer's Market 

Grayson Farmer's Market Kid's Day 

Thu, Jul 31 2025, 2:00pm Grayson Farmer's Market 

Little Sandy Beekeepers Association 

Tue, Aug 5 2025, 6:30pm Carter County Extension Office 

mailto:Rebecca.k@uky.edu
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/anr
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/little-sandy-beekeepers-association-8
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/hike-learn-13
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/district-board-1
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/olive-hill-farmers-market-opening-day-0
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/olive-hill-farmers-market-opening-day-0
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/grayson-farmers-market-opening-day-0
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/grayson-farmers-market-opening-day-0
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/little-sandy-beekeepers-association-8
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/little-sandy-beekeepers-association-8
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/yak-learn
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/yak-learn
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/olive-hill-farmers-market-kids-day
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/olive-hill-farmers-market-kids-day
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/grayson-farmers-market-kids-day
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/grayson-farmers-market-kids-day
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/little-sandy-beekeepers-association-8
https://carter.ca.uky.edu/events/little-sandy-beekeepers-association-8
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~excerpt of article by Dr. Matt Poore of NC State in Novel Notes 

Tall Fescue has become entrenched across the middle part of the eastern 
USA, creating a region called the Tall Fescue Belt. Many farms were plant-
ed to tall fescue in the 1960s, and many of those original stands are still 
productive today. Unfortunately, the variety planted, Kentucky-31, is 
known to host a fungus called an “endophyte”, which produces tox-
ins.        

The incredible agronomic characteristics of Tall Fescue are what makes it 
a wicked problem. Essentially, the toxins that are good for the plant are 
very detrimental to livestock. There are many things you can do to help, 
including diluting pastures with other forage species, reducing fertilizer 
application and clipping seed heads. The ultimate solution is to replace 
the toxic tall fescue with the non-toxic “Novel Endophtye Tall Fescue”, or 
some other species of forage. Your context will determine if you really 
have a problem with fescue or not. If you have high performance cattle, 
fescue toxicosis will keep them from realizing their potential. If you are 
finishing animals for local meat, fescue toxicosis will increase your days to 
harvest and reduce meat quality. If you have great stands of tall fescue 
and few symptoms, then you might not have a problem. I watched a vid-
eo this week that promoted some truths and some myths about tall fes-
cue that I thought I would address here: 

Tall Fescue is a GREAT grass! This one I think is both a Myth and a Truth. 
In the tall fescue belt there is no other species that can give all the bene-
fits of tall fescue. When Kentucky 31 was released, it quickly became the 
conservation plant of choice. It established quickly and stubbornly per-
sisted year after year on marginal land. It was promoted as the “first per-
manent pasture grass” for the south, and it lived up to that name.   

Novel Endophyte Tall Fescue is too expensive to plant. This one is another 
myth. A farmer with excellent stands of KY31 tall fescue should carefully 
evaluate their situation before any conversion to novel is considered. If a 
pasture needs to be renovated, one thing I can clearly recommend to 
livestock producers is “don’t plant KY31”. It is true that KY31 will be the 
least expensive seed you will buy. Today you can purchase KY31 for about 
$1.50 per lb, while typical Novel Endophyte Tall Fescue seed will cost 
about $4.00 per lb. Assuming a planting rate of 15 lbs per acre, that is a 
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  difference of $37.50 per acre. If you run a budget and calculate the total 
cost of pasture renovation it will come to at least $150 in costs other 
than seed. So, the truth is that renovation is expensive no matter what 
you plant. My economic calculations show that if you plant Novel Endo-
phyte Tall Fescue it will pay you back in about 4 years. If you plant KY31 
in the same situation it will take 8 years to payback. So the real state-
ment should be “pasture renovation is so expensive you can’t afford to 
plant an inferior product like KY31”. 

In the end, each farmer in the tall fescue belt has to make a decision on 
how to manage the problem. Some with relatively tolerant animals, 
with cooler conditions, or who simply lack the farming skills needed to 
renovate pastures will stick with what they know. Other farmers will 
evaluate pastures and strategically renovate to provide better nutrition 
for high requirement animals. Renovation is costly, so it should be used 
to upgrade the forage system. Plant something like native warm season 
grasses or novel endophyte tall fescue that will compliment a base of 
toxic tall fescue. 

To learn more about Tall Fescue read the book “The Wonder Grass: The 
Story of Tall Fescue in the United States”, which is available for free 
download. Also, visit http://www.grasslandrenewal.org to learn more 
about Novel Endophyte Tall Fescue technology and upcoming educa-
tional opportunities.  

See full link to article here: https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/comparison-of
-commercially-available-novel-endophyte-tall-fescue-forage-varieties 

Dr. Michelle Arnold, Ruminant Extension Veterinarian, University of Kentucky  

There are many causes of lameness in beef cattle but nearly 90% of all 
lameness cases are due to something wrong in the foot. Since beef 
cattle producers generally make the initial diagnosis and treatment of 
lameness cases in their own cattle, it is important to establish assess-
ment and treatment guidelines with your veterinarian so you will know 
when cases are failing to respond and in need of further examination. 
Although interdigital necrobacillosis (foot rot) is by far the most com-
mon hoof disorder in pastured beef cattle, it is not a condition to ignore 

http://www.grasslandrenewal.org
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/comparison-of-commercially-available-novel-endophyte-tall-fescue-forage-varieties
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/comparison-of-commercially-available-novel-endophyte-tall-fescue-forage-varieties
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  and see if it gets better on its own. In fact, most disorders of the hoof, if 
not addressed quickly, can progress to a much more serious infection 
involving the bone, synovial structures, tendons and ligaments of the 
foot, collectively termed “deep digital sepsis”. Treatment at that ad-
vanced stage is expensive, radical and rarely successful.  

One of the challenging aspects of discussing beef cattle lameness is the 
vocabulary utilized in bovine hoof anatomy (see Figure 1). A bovine 
“foot” is composed of two toes or “digits” that are typically referred to as 
“claws”. The claw is the constant interface between the animal and the 
environment.  Each claw is covered by a rigid “hoof capsule”.  

When viewing the hoof from the bottom, the “lateral claw” is the outside 
claw while the “medial claw” refers to the inside claw. The area in be-
tween the claws is the “interdigital space” and where the claws come 
together is termed the “interdigital cleft”. The “hoof wall” is by far the 
strongest and most important structure for weight bearing and is equiva-
lent to the human fingernail. The “axial” wall is located in the interdigital 
space while the “abaxial” wall is located on the outer side of the claw. 
The “coronary band”, located at the hairline at the top of the hoof wall, 
is where the new horn grows from, and it takes about a year to reach the 

Figure 1: Parts of the Bovine Hoof. Accessed from https://www.wavegoodbyetopain.co.uk/
foot-anatomy-and-biomechanics.html 4/8/2025 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wavegoodbyetopain.co.uk%2Ffoot-anatomy-and-biomechanics.html%25204%2F8%2F2025&data=05%7C02%7CMaggie.Ginn%40uky.edu%7C1527e8d5bab94780f64708dd875dde25%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wavegoodbyetopain.co.uk%2Ffoot-anatomy-and-biomechanics.html%25204%2F8%2F2025&data=05%7C02%7CMaggie.Ginn%40uky.edu%7C1527e8d5bab94780f64708dd875dde25%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%


8 

  toe end. The “pastern” is the joint between the long cannon bone and the 
hoof. The “fetlock” is the joint above the pastern joint and is considered 
above the foot. 

To begin the assessment of a newly discovered case of lameness, the first 
question to answer is whether the affected foot is swollen. Since the hoof 
capsule is rigid and unable to expand, swelling will be seen in the tissues 
immediately above the coronary band. Prior to assessment, moving the 
animal from deep grass or mud on to a solid surface and cleaning off any 
excessive dirt and debris will allow better visualization of the hoof. Start 
behind the animal, viewing the foot from the rear, and compare the dis-
tance between the dewclaws of the affected foot to that of the unaffect-
ed feet. The dewclaws will be spread further apart in a swollen foot than 
in a normal foot. The next question to answer is whether the swelling is 
symmetrical (as in cases of foot rot) or is one side more swollen than the 
other (as in cases of deep digital sepsis)? To do this, envision an imaginary 
line (see Figure 2) that begins in the interdigital space and bisects the foot 
up the middle of the leg (on the “axial midline”). The swelling from foot 
rot is typically symmetrical because the infection begins in the interdigital 
space. In contrast, deep sepsis causes most of the swelling on the side of 
the infected digit (claw). A second method to assess symmetry is to com-
pare the widths of the heel 
bulbs on the affected foot. 
In cases of deep sepsis, the 
heel bulb will be much wid-
er on the affected side 
while in foot rot cases, the 
heel bulbs will be similarly 
sized. To reiterate, the im-
portant take-home mes-
sage is that deep digital 
sepsis must be addressed 
much more aggressively 
than foot rot and veteri-
nary intervention is re-
quired as soon as possible 
to determine the best 
course of action. Antibi-
otics alone will not be 

Figure 2: The blue line represents the imaginary line from 
the interdigital space and up the axial midline. Note the 
swelling is equally distributed on each side of the line in 
this case of foot rot. (Accessed from Veterinary Clinics of 
North America: Food Animal Practice; Volume 33, Issue 2, 
July 2017) 
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  enough to treat sepsis; amputation of the claw or surgical intervention to 
drain the infected area will be necessary to try to resolve the lameness.  

Common causes of lameness in beef cattle that typically do not result in 
visible swelling of the foot include uncomplicated digital dermatitis (hairy 
heel warts), sole or toe ulcers, laminitis (founder), subsolar abscesses, or 
injuries higher up in the leg. The absence of swelling does not mean the 
animal does not need prompt attention. For example, untreated sole or 
toe ulcers can lead to abscess formation which requires more aggressive 
hoof trimming, antibiotics and longer healing time. Working with a veteri-
narian early in complicated lameness cases will facilitate arriving at the 
right diagnosis and the correct treatment for that disorder. 

As mentioned previously, foot rot is the most common condition ob-
served in pastured beef cattle. This is an infectious disease caused by bac-
teria invading the interdigital skin and subcutaneous tissues, often due to 
trauma to the soft skin between the claws. Warm, moist environmental 
conditions, especially when cattle congregate and defecate in shady wet 
areas, softens the interdigital skin. The initiating injury may be caused by 
walking on rough surfaces, sharp gravel, twigs, stubble, frozen or hard-
ened mud that tear the softened skin. Mineral deficiencies of zinc, seleni-
um and copper contribute as well. The disease begins with a sudden on-
set of lameness where the animal tip toes on the affected foot. The inter-
digital skin and soft tissues become red and swollen, causing the claws to 
spread apart. The swelling is symmetrical and extends from the top of the 
hoof to the dewclaws and sometimes higher. Later, the swollen skin 
cracks open and dead/decaying tissue with a foul odor is present.  Early 
treatment with appropriate injectable antibiotic therapy such as with 
Ceftiofur (Excede®, Excenel®), Florfenicol (Nuflor®, Resflor®), Oxytetracy-
cline, Tulathromycin (Draxxin®, other generic), or Tylosin (Tylan®) will 
usually resolve this problem but delays in treatment or not following up 
on recovery after treatment may result in deep digital sepsis and a poor 
outcome. Do not forget the possibility of a foreign body that may be stuck 
deep within the interdigital space; improvement will only come after the 
foreign object is removed. 

In summary, following some basic rules (see Box 1) when approaching a 
lameness case on the farm should help determine if it can be appropriate-
ly managed with antibiotics alone or if veterinary examination is required. 
In addition to these basic rules, the Zinpro Corporation and Kansas State 
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  University have developed a systematic approach to diagnosing beef 
cattle lameness called “The Step-Up Program” (see Figure 3). The total 
program includes the identification and treatment of lameness as well as 
information on good nutrition, proper facility design, and appropriate ani-
mal handling and husbandry practices to reduce the lameness incidence 
within the beef industry. Ultimately, improvement in animal welfare, ap-
propriate use of antibiotics, and reduction in the costs associated with 
lameness will result from a little extra time spent assessing the problem 
before reaching for the bottle on the shelf. 

 

Box 1: Thumb Rules (Dr. David Van Metre et al; AABP Proceedings, Sep-
tember 2005, Vol. 38) 

1. Causes of lameness can often be categorized according to the pres-
ence or absence of visible swelling of the soft tissues of the foot. 

2. Because interdigital necrobacillosis (foot rot) is centered in the inter-
digital skin, early cases are characterized by swelling that is symmet-
rical relative to the longitudinal (axial) midline of the foot. 

3. Deep sepsis of the digit is characterized by swelling that is asymmet-

Figure 3: From “Identifying and Managing the Common Causes of Beef Cattle Lameness” 
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  rical relative to the longitudinal (axial) midline of the foot. Deep sepsis 
should be addressed immediately by a veterinarian 

4. On-farm lameness treatment protocols should include an expected 
deadline for resolution - once the deadline is reached, if the animal 
has not recovered, the veterinarian should be consulted. 

5. Cattle that become lame from digital wounds (punctures, lacerations) 
should be scheduled for prompt veterinary examination because deep 
sepsis almost always results from this type of injury. 

 

Darrh Bullock, University of Kentucky and Matt Spangler, University of Nebraska  

Bull selection is one of the most important decisions that a beef producer 
makes and can have a lasting impact on profitability. Factors such as the 
market endpoint of calves (e.g., newly weaned or finished cattle), wheth-
er replacements will be retained, and the level of nutritional management 
provided to the cow herd all impact which traits should be selected for 
and at what level. Understanding this complex relationship can be the 
difference between buying a “good” bull and buying the right bull.  

The eBEEF.org team, a group of beef cattle geneticists from across the US, 
is trying to determine how beef producers are currently selecting their 
bulls and will use this information to develop educational materials to 
help improve this process. Knowing which traits to select for is often not 
the problem, it is the degree to which each should be emphasized that 
can be highly variable from producer to producer and can often be chal-
lenging to determine. Too often this process is more ‘seat of the pants’ 
rather than by factors affecting profitability. For example, trying to find 
the optimal level of calving ease without sacrificing profit by not empha-
sizing traits like sale weight of the calves enough.  

To assess how beef producers are selecting bulls, within their level of 
management, we are asking you to fill out a brief survey. This should take 
approximately 10 minutes of your time and provide a wealth of infor-
mation for the beef industry! This information will be used to compare 
the survey results to values generated by iGENDEC, a software package 
that determines the most profitable level of emphasis that should be 
placed on each trait within a specific production system.  

Several incentives are being offered to encourage participation in this sur-
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  vey. The first is a random drawing for five $100 gift 
cards generously donated by the Beef Improvement 
Federation (beefimprovement.org). The second is a spe-
cial webinar that will be offered to everyone that com-
pletes a survey, and provides their email address, to dis-
cuss the findings of the survey and resulting bull selec-
tion strategies. Lastly, and possibly most importantly, knowledge gained 
by beef producers by going through this process and the entire beef in-
dustry through better bull selection decisions.  

Survey Link: https://corexmsd9bfwdhxgbhmw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_eFqYgoQpZMJLRLE  

https://corexmsd9bfwdhxgbhmw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFqYgoQpZMJLRLE
https://corexmsd9bfwdhxgbhmw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFqYgoQpZMJLRLE
https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-gen-19.pdf
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https://publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ID128.pdf


14 

  

 

     By: James Mitchell, University of Arkansas 

The National Agricultural 
Statistics Service re-
leased the May Cattle on 
Feed report on Friday. As 
of May 1, 2025, the total 
inventory of cattle and 
calves on feed in feedlots 
with a capacity of 1,000 
or more head reached 
11.38 million, down 1.5 
percent from a year ago. 
April placements totaled 
1.61 million head, 2.6 percent lower than last year. April cattle marketings 
totaled 1.83 million head, down 2.5 percent. All figures were within the 
range of pre-report expectations, with no major surprises. 
 

Although the report held no surprises, several emerging themes in 2025 
are worth highlighting. First, dressed weights continue to provide a buffer 
against tighter cattle supplies. One of the most notable trends in 2024 
was heavier-than-expected dressed weights, averaging 27 pounds above 
2023 levels, and breaking from typical seasonal patterns. As a result, 
USDA repeatedly revised its 2024 beef production forecast in the WASDE 
report. From January to December, the forecast was raised by 4 percent, 
or 925 million pounds. 
 
This isn’t a criticism of anyone’s forecast. What dressed weights did in 
2024 was remarkable, and that trend has carried into 2025. So far this 
year, dressed weights are averaging 875 pounds, 23 pounds heavier than 
the same period in 2024. As a result, USDA has revised its 2025 beef pro-
duction forecast upward, narrowing the expected year-over-year decline 
from 4 percent in January to just 2 percent in the most recent WASDE re-
port. Note a 2 percent decline in beef production is still significant. 
 
A second theme is drought, which remains an ongoing concern with ma-
jor implications for feeder cattle markets and herd rebuilding efforts. Ac-
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  cording to the most recent USDA estimates, more than one-quarter of the 
U.S. cattle inventory is in areas currently experiencing drought conditions. 
Nationally, April placements were down 2.6 percent year over year, 
though there was notable variation across states. Placements were up 3 
percent in Kansas, flat in Nebraska, and up 2 percent in Oklahoma, but 
down 6 percent in Texas. It’s hard to know how much of this is directly 
tied to drought, but it’s worth watching closely. May is typically a season-
ally high-placement month as feedlots look to reload heading into sum-
mer. 

 
The third theme, though not reflected in this month’s report, will appear 
in the June report: the renewed restriction on cattle imports from Mexi-
co. This action is in response to ongoing concerns about New World 
screwworm in Mexico and Central America. Trade restrictions were first 
implemented in November 2024, then lifted in early February, and have 
now been reinstated. The most recent suspension will affect feedlot 
placements in the final weeks of May and will continue to do so until the 
restriction is lifted. Cattle imports from Mexico are an important source of 
feeder cattle for U.S. feedlots, accounting for roughly 4 percent of total 
placements depending on the year. Given the current cyclical low in do-
mestic cattle supplies, the impacts could be more pronounced. 
 
While this month’s Cattle on Feed report did not reveal any major surpris-
es, there is still plenty to monitor in the months ahead. From a supply 
standpoint, we have a fairly clear picture of where we are. The more 
pressing ques-
tion is when, 
and under 
what condi-
tions, herd re-
building will 
begin. A good 
place to look 
for answers is 
the Cattle on 
Feed report. 
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 Eden Shale Farm Tour  
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Hike & Learn 
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https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/2025/05/13/diseases-that-appear-in-ponded-corn/?utm_source=KY+Pest+News+List&utm_campaign=3d75ece39d-KPN_NEWSLETTER_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bee884adb8-3d75ece39d-228243871&ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
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https://publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ID248.pdf
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https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef618
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ID143.pdf

